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RECOGNIZING MR. JOHN JACKSON
FOR HIS COMMITMENT TO THE
COMMUNITY

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2011

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor entrepreneur and
faithful exponent of his community, Mr. John
Jackson. Mr. Jackson has owned and oper-
ated his own farm in Leake County, Mis-
sissippi for the past twenty years.

Mr. Jackson comes from a long line of en-
trepreneurs and community servicemen. He is
the son of a blacksmith and grandson and
son-in-law of farmers. Even after years of wit-
nessing his family undergo oppression, Mr.
Jackson still rose to become one of Leake
County’s leading servicemen.

He served as president of the Thomastown
Attendance Center Booster Club for four
years; trustee on the Leake Memorial Hospital
Board for two years; and is an active member
of the Leake County Voters League. Mr.
Speaker, | ask that you and my colleagues
join me in recognizing Mr. John Jackson for
his dedication to serving the Leake County
community.

———

HONORING DR. EDWARD WAITE
MILLER

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2011

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sad-
ness today to honor my friend, Dr. Edward
Waite Miller, who passed away October 27,
2012, at the age of 92. He was a prominent
surgeon and writer in Marin County, California,
as well as a loving family man.

Born in Oyster Bay, New York, in 1919, Dr.
Miller studied at Union College in Schenectady
and at Cornell Medical School with an intern-
ship at Boston City Hospital. He then served
at the US Naval Hospital in Corpus Christi and
in the South Pacific during WWII. He was
awarded the American Theatre, Asiatic-Pacific,
and Victory Medals. Reactivated in 1953, his
service varied from making training films in the
California desert to witnessing nuclear testing
at the Bikini Atoll. He then received the Ko-
rean Service, United Nations, and National
Defense Medals.

Dr. Miller also had a distinguished medical
career. While working as a research fellow at
the Cleveland Clinic with Dr. Willem Kolff in
the 1950s, he published some seminal studies
on the angiography of the heart that led to re-
search in the new practice of coronary bypass
surgery. He later worked as a surgeon in
Marin General Hospital in Greenbrae, CA, and
Children’s Hospital in San Francisco, CA, and
as a physician at Novato Community Hospital
in Novato, CA.

In retirement Dr. Miller became well known
in the community and around the world for his
writing in the Coastal Post newspaper, a Marin
County publication that gave him free rein to
speak out on issues he was passionate about.
From advocacy for peace and human rights to
his sometimes controversial pro-Palestinian
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stance, he penned opinion pieces that re-
flected his deeply held beliefs and his great
knowledge of world events.

| had many conversations with Ed Miller
about these issues, and, although | sometimes
didn’t agree with him, | always enjoyed our
time together and appreciated his commitment
and his compassion. He loved discussing ev-
erything from politics to poetry (which he
quoted from memory) with friends and family.

A long-time resident of the Lucas Valley
area, Dr. Miller enjoyed landscaping his yard,
and he was a board member and President of
the Lucas Valley Homeowners’ Association.

Dr. Miller is survived by his wife Fusae Ito
Miller; his children and stepchildren, Trudy
Vriethoff, Susan Ray, Lori Callahan, Jeffrey
Miller, Grace Bransford, and Robert Fleming
and their spouses; and 5 grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | always looked forward to
seeing Ed Miller and will miss our lively dis-
cussions. Please join me in offering condo-
lences to his family and friends.

HONORING MARY LEE SPENCER

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2011

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following Proclamation.

Whereas, reaching the age of 93 years is a
remarkable milestone; and

Whereas, Mrs. Mary Lee Spencer was born
on August 28, 1918 and is celebrating that
milestone; and

Whereas, Mrs. Spencer has been blessed
with a long, happy life, devoted to God and
credits it all to the Will of God; and

Whereas, Mrs. Spencer is celebrating her
93rd Birthday with her family members, church
members and friends here in DeKalb County,
Georgia on August 28, 2011; and

Whereas, the Lord has been her Shepherd
throughout her life and she prays daily and is
leading by example a blessed life; and

Whereas, we are honored that she is cele-
brating the milestone of her 93rd birthday in
the 4th District of Georgia; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Mrs. Mary Lee
Spencer for an exemplary life which is an in-
spiration to all,

Now Therefore, |, HENRY C. “HANK” JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim August 28, 2011
as Mrs. Mary Lee Spencer in the 4th Congres-
sional District of Georgia.

Proclaimed, this 28th day of August, 2011.

—————

TERMINATING PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTION CAMPAIGN FUND AND
ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMIS-
SION

SPEECH OF

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO
OF HAWAIL
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 1, 2011
Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, yesterday the

House passed H.R. 3463, a bill terminating
the Election Assistance Commission and the
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Presidential Election Campaign Fund. | voted
“no”.

| also opposed the House-passed legislation
in January to eliminate the Presidential Elec-
tion Campaign Fund (H.R. 359), as well as the
previously unsuccessful attempt in June to
pass a bill eliminating the Election Assistance
Commission (H.R. 672). H.R. 3463 combined
these previously considered bills to pay for the
cost of the two bills the House considered
yesterday and today (H.R. 527 and H.R.
3010). | also voted against those bills because
they reduce the ability of federal agencies,
such as the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), to implement regulations to protect
public health, workers, and the environment.

The Election Assistance Commission was
established in 2002 as part of the Help Amer-
ica Vote Act. That legislation was enacted be-
cause of the widespread irregularities and
controversy surrounding the 2000 presidential
elections. The commission’s immediate role
was to oversee payments to states to help
them replace punch card and lever voting sys-
tems and to develop statewide voter data-
bases. The commission also operates a fed-
eral voting system testing and certification pro-
gram and maintains an election administration
information clearinghouse. State and local
governments rely on the services provided by
the Commission. One year before another
presidential election, now is not the time to
eliminate the Commission.

The Presidential Campaign Fund was cre-
ated to establish a system and spending limits
for publicly financed presidential elections,
providing opportunities for greater competition
and transparency. The law that created the
Fund in 1972 clearly needs some updating,
but it should not be repealed.

———

THE DAVIS FAMILY GOES THE
EXTRA MILE IN HONORING OUR
NATION’S WOUNDED HEROES

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2011

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize Mr. and Mrs. Dano Davis, the
rest of the Davis Family, and the staff and vol-
unteers of the D-Dot Ranch in Jacksonville,
Florida. For the past five years, the D-Dot
Ranch has semi-annually hosted four wound-
ed military returnees from lIraq, Afghanistan
and other conflicts, for a three-day respite at
the D-Dot Ranch.

This respite has included food and lodging
in their spectacular bunk house lodge and a
one of a kind special Florida outdoor experi-
ence. Participants have included heroes who
have lost eyes, arms and legs, as well as
other physical and mental impairments.

These respite visits have helped many high-
ly-deserving individuals to realize they can still
enjoy the great outdoors in spite of their im-
pairment challenges. Personnel at Walter
Reed, Bethesda and other military healthcare
facilities have reported significant therapeutic
benefit for these participants.

Mr. Speaker, it is my hope that my col-
leagues join me in saying thank you to the
Davis Family and the staff at the D-Dot Ranch
for a job well done. America owes our wound-
ed heroes a debt of gratitude that we can
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